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Meeting Notes 

 
In attendance: 
Virginia Chang Kiraly, CED Commissioner and Chair, Biotech Committee 
Richard Baum, CED Executive Director 
Michele Gault, CED Deputy Director 
Evan Siegel, Advisory Committee member 
Assemblyman Jerry Hill, Chair, Asm. Select Committee on Biotechnology 
Nate Solov, Chief of Staff to Asm. Jerry Hill 
Karyl Matsumoto, Mayor of South San Francisco 
Two guests from the Junior League 
 
Calling in: 
Matt Gardner, Advisory Committee Member 
Carl Engle, Advisory Committee Member 
Steve Heinemann, Advisory Committee Member 
David Mack, Advisory Committee Member 
 
 
I. Introductory Remarks 
CED executive director Richard Baum provided welcoming remarks. Committee chair Virginia 
Chang Kiraly introduced Assemblyman Jerry Hill, chair of the Assembly Select Committee on 
Biotechnology, whose district is in San Mateo County. 
 
II. Assemblyman Jerry Hill 
Mr. Hill said that he was familiar with the biotechnology industry and stated that although the 
sector currently faces a number of challenges, it is the future of industry in California. The state 
needs to protect and encourage the industry. Mr. Hill has noticed a lack of understanding - 
among his colleagues in the Legislature – of the importance of biotechnology to the state. The 
Assembly Select Committee is holding a hearing on May 12 to lay the groundwork and begin 
educating legislators and others. Mr. Hill said that Nathan Fletcher, Assemblyman from San 
Diego, is vice chair of the committee. The committee would like to hold hearings in the S.F. Bay 
Area and San Diego. The committee hopes to have some legislation ready for next year. He has 
read the biotechnology advisory committee’s recommendations and will use them as the basis 
for his committee’s work. 
 
III. Discussion 
Mr. Baum noted that the CED’s biotechnology advisory committee would like to make its 
members available to the Assembly Select Committee. Ms. Chang Kiraly said that she had a 
meeting with Assemblymember Hill in recent weeks and they discussed the advisory 
committee’s recommendations that were included in the CED annual report. 
 
IV. Karyl Matsumoto, Mayor of South San Francisco 
Ms. Chang Kiraly invited Ms. Karyl Matsumoto, mayor of the city of South San Francisco, to say 
a few words about how her community supports the biotechnology industry. It was noted that 



Genentech is headquartered in South SF. Mayor Matsumoto explained that the city made a 
decision to support the industry, and it has paid off. The city created a redevelopment area 
targeted at the biotech industry and provided companies with room to expand. When the Roche 
buyout of Genentech is finalized, she hopes that Genentech employees who leave to start new 
businesses will stay in South SF. The city is also looking at ag-bio, in order to diversify.  
 
V. Discussion – CA’s Competitiveness and Education 
Dr. Steve Heinemann said that it’s very important to have strong universities near biotech 
companies and that this is a huge advantage for California. He said that California’s most 
important asset is intellectual property. Other states have cheaper land and wages and can 
compete on manufacturing. He also stressed the importance of outreach programs for K-12 
students, to help them learn about career opportunities in science. Dr. Heinemann said that a 
more critical problem, in his experience, is the outflow of intellectual property. He recently 
started a company that employs researchers based in Hungary. The company is supported by 
venture capital from California. The profits and royalties will come back to California. He sees an 
urgent need to make sure intellectual property stays in the state. 
 
Committee members discussed the importance of education and the need to educate K-12 
students to grow our own domestic workforce. Dr. Heinemann said that students need to get 
interested in science in middle school.  
 
Ms. Chang Kiraly said that the committee should work together to give Assemblymember Hill a 
list of perhaps three top policy priorities for his consideration.  
 
VI. Evan Siegel – Proposal to Establish Corps of Bi otech Executives 
Ms. Chang Kiraly invited Evan Siegel to discuss an idea for the committee’s consideration. Dr. 
Siegel noted the lack of a connection among constituencies in the biotech industry and the need 
to bring different groups together, for the good of the industry and the good of the state. He 
talked about work he has done in Australia, where he is an adjunct professor at the University of 
Queensland. He recommended forming a non-partisan group which he called a corps of 
biotechnology executives who would be willing to volunteer their time to lead educational 
seminars on important aspects of the biotech business. The audience would be small 
businesses that are just starting out, as well as academics and members of the public. Dr. 
Siegel said that for example, there is a lack of knowledge in the industry on how to do product 
development, for example. This and other topics could be addressed in the seminars.  
 
VII. Matt Gardner – Briefing on Current Policy Issu es 
Matt Gardner said he’d like to work with Dr. Siegel to do a program like this in conjunction with 
UCSF at Mission Bay. Mr. Gardner then briefed the committee on an event that took place in 
March, California Life Sciences Day. This annual event brings about 150 professionals to the 
Capitol where they meet with legislators and discuss current policy issues in the biotech and life 
sciences industries. The following were among key issues discussed: science education, 
commercialization of R&D, access to capital for early stage funding, workforce development, 
and biofuels -- he also mentioned that Assemblymember Fong’s bill re: “fleet in biofuels” (AB 
1043). 
 
VIII. Conclusion 
Committee members agreed that education was a key theme of this meeting. Those present 
and participating agreed that educating the legislature was very important, as well as ensuring 
proper education for K-12 students.  
 



Action items: 
1) Matt Gardner and Evan Siegel will work together to develop a seminar at UCSF 
2) The committee will provide Assemblymember Jerry Hill with a list of key priorities for 

consideration as legislation 
3) Staff will provide information to committee members on the Select Committee’s hearing, 

coming up on May 12. 
 
 


